1914

Thursday, January ist.

I read J. H Rosny's " Les Xipehuz ". It is like early Wells.
Good, but entirely arid, as it has no individual human interest,
or scarcely any. Also, it is short. Also there is no explanation
or theory given of the " Farms". Thus a question is raised
without being settled and legitimate curiosity unsatisfied.
Nevertheless it has interest. Evidently the book has reached
some permanency of fame, despite its extreme shortness, as
mine is the edition definitive.

Hard snow on ground; bluish tinted (I suppose from sky)
with blue shadows. Birds seem to be a little less shy just now.

Friday, January 2nd.
I began 2nd act of " Don Juan " yesterday.

Stopped by neuralgia from working to-day. I had it yesterday,
but I worked.

January yd.

I resumed work again all right this morning.

The Spences came over to dinner on Thursday night from
the Grand Hotel, Frinton. Spencel said that Mrs. Maybrick was
understood to be guilty,2 and that she had confessed to wardresses
immediately after sentence. It was said that she had arsenic in
pocket of her peignoir and administered it by means of a handker-
chief pressed to Maybrick's mouth when he complained of dry
lips or something of that kind. But Spence did not explain
how Charles Russell remained-always persuaded of her innocence.

Monday, January $th.

Finished " Marie Donadieu " in the night. On the whole it is
not as good as " Bubu ", but it contains fine scenes. But they

1E. F. Spence, later K.C., vas dramatic critic of the Westminster
Gwtte.
1 Of poisoning her husband.   She was tried in 1889.
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